(Amended) An absorbent composite comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transition zone [therebetween and integrally connecting] intermediate and coextensive with the first and 
second strata; 

the first stratum comprisin^^lyeth^J^ fibers and bicomponent binding fibers; 

the second stratum comprising ctaMiinked fibers and bicomponent binding fibers; and 
the transition zone comprising fifeef^from one stratum extending into the other stratum] from 
the first and second strata commingled substantia^ uniformly across the composite's width and along 
the composite's length . 

(Amended) An absorbent composite comra&ing a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transit/on zone [therebetween and integrally connecting/ intermediate and coextensive with the first and 
second strata; 

the first stratum comprising polyethylene te/ephthalate fibers and bicomponent binding fibers; 
the second stratum comprising crosslinks fibers and a wet strength agent; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers pfrom one stratum extending into the other stratum] from 
the first and second strata commingled suffitantially uniformly across the composite's width and along 
the composite's length , 

I 3p- (Amended) [An] A foam-formed absorbent composite comprising a first [foam-formed] 

stratumt a second [foam-formed] stratum, and a transition zone [therebetween and integrally 
connecting] intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising hydrophobic fibers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising a binder and fibers selected from the group consisting of 
hydrophilic fibers, hydrophobic fibers, and mixtures thereof; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers [from one stratum extending into the other stratum] from 
the first and second strata commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along 
the composite's length . 
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Please add Claims 62-77. 



transition^ 



,$p^$ An absorbent composite comprising a first stratum, a second stratonTan3ir 
zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising second fibers and a binder; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata commingled substantially 



uniformly across the composite's width and along the composite's length. 



The composite of Claim 62^ wherein the first fibers comprise synthetic fibers. 

The composite of Claim ^Wherein the first fibers comprise polyethylene terephthalate 




urn $2: whe 



The composite of Claim wherein the second fibers comprise crosslinked cellulosic 

The composite of Claim m wherein the binder is selected from at least one of 
bicomponent binder fibers and a wet strength agent. 




An absorbent composite comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a transition 
zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising synthetic fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising crosslinked cellulosic fibers and a binder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first, and second strata commingled substantially 
uniformly across the composite's width and along the composite's length. 

I*| The composite of Cliim^T wherein the synthetic fibers comprise polyethylene 

/ / 1 ft ' 

tereptithalate fibers. 

The composite of Claim f£T wherein the binder is at least one of bicomponent binder 




fibers and a wet strength agent. 
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y^cT A foam-formed absorbent composite comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising second fibers and a binder; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata commingled substantially 
uniformly across the composite's width and^long the composite's length. 
The composite of Claim" 

The composite of Claim ^^vherein the first fibers comprise polyethylene terephthalate 



35 
S 

fibers 



lerein the first fibers comprise synthetic fibers. 



The composite of Claim 3fT wherein the second fibers comprise crosslinked cellulosic 
The composite of Claim 




wherein the binder is selected from at least one of 
bicomponent binder fibers and a wet strength agent. 
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A foam-formed absorbent composite comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising synthetic fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising crosslinked cellulosic fibers and a binder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata commingled substantially 
uniformly across the composite's width and along the composite's length. 
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The composite of Claim «3*T wherein the synthetic fibers comprise polyethylene 



terephthalate fibers. 



The composite of Claim 3p whereinyftie binder is at least one of bicomponent binder 



fibers and a wet strength agent. — 
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